
A Message from the Principal 

Dear Calabro Learning Community, 
 
The 3rd Marking Period was full of excitement, and incredibly we have     
already entered the 4th Marking Period! Students participated in several    
enriching experiences over the past few months.  We continued our Parent 
Career Program for our 5th and 6th grade students where three panelists 
share experiences and responsibilities of their respective jobs.  We also held 
our annual Black History Month and Women’s History Month celebrations 
where each class created and presented a project, song, or research task to 
their peers during whole school assemblies.  In addition, our annual March 
in March was held as students created posters with anti-bullying messages 
and marched while proudly displaying them for all classes to see.  
 
The 4th Marking Period is also destined to be a great one.  To name a few 
events, we will host our second annual Diversity Summit on Friday, May 
25th.  Our Field Day is always a blast and this year it will be held on    
Thursday, June 7th.  Save the dates for our end of year ceremonies as our 
Kindergarten students will participate in their Moving Up celebration on 
Friday, June 15th and our 6th grade students will enjoy their promotion on 
Thursday, June 21st.   Additional details for these events are forthcoming. 
 
Lastly, I am pleased to share that we had 28 students with perfect             
attendance during the 3rd Marking Period!  Please continue to encourage 
your child to come to school on time each day by 8:15 a.m.  Your child’s 
attendance is reflected on the report cards, which were made available 
through Genesis on Wednesday, April 18th.   I encourage you to review the 
report card with your child and discuss his/her progress.  I firmly believe 
that your involvement enhances your child’s learning experience.  
 
Looking forward to a productive 4th Marking Period! 
 
Best, 
Dr. Vespignani 
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 4/16-5/18 - PARCC Testing 
 4/23 - K-2 Officer Phil Visit 
 5/3 - K-4 Class Trip to Mile Square 
 5/17 - 3rd and 4th trip to Ellis Island and Statue of Liberty 
 5/18-5/20 - Willy Wonka Musical 
 5/24 - 6th Grade Class Trip to Forest Lodge 
 5/25 - Morning Meeting, PTO Meeting, and Diversity Summit  
 5/25 - 1:00 Dismissal Day 
 5/28 - No School - Memorial Day 
 6/1 - 5th/6th Parent Career Day Program 
 6/7 - Field Day (Rain Date 6/14) 
 6/15 - Kindergarten Moving Up Day 
 6/18 - Morning Meeting, Moving Up Day, PTO Election 
 6/20 - 6th Grade Farewell Luncheon 
 6/21 - 6th Grade Promotion 
 6/20, 6/21, 6/22, and 6/25 - 1:00 Dismissal Days 
 6/25 - Last Day of School 

4th Marking Period Events 
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Kindergarten with Mrs. Aiello 
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Kindergarten students continue to shine this quarter! March 
was Woman's History Month and our class researched    
several influential woman, such as Rosa Parks, Amelia  
Earhart, and Sally Ride. The students recited a poem in  
celebration of Woman's History Month. 
 
The week of April 16th is the 'Week of the Young Child'. 
Kindergarten students celebrate being a young child by   
doing a different activity each day of the week. Our 'Telling 
Tales' day focuses on students sharing family photos and 
discussing activities they love to do with their family. 
Keep up the great work Kindergarten!  

First Grade News with Ms. Yu 

Ms. Yu's First Grade springs forward into our Math by 
telling time, working with 2 digit addition/ subtraction 
with regrouping, and reading pictographs. Incorporating 
our engineering skills with the simple machines, we     
attempted to catch our first leprechaun by designing 
traps.  Unfortunately, it was unsuccessful and we only 
found a note and goldfish snacks.  As a consolation, we 
celebrated with Irish Soda bread, vegetables, and green 
bagels for our hard work and effort.  For Read Across 
America week, this First Grade class made their culinary 

debut with green eggs and ham, and they welcomed special readers to the class dressed as 
their favorite book character with crazy hair and silly socks.  To continue with the joyous 
events in spring, New Jersey based children's authors, Patricia Keeler and Jacqueline       
Lopresti, graced us with their books and special characters. While studying our community, 
the Hoboken Police Department came to visit our class to teach us about traffic safety and 
stranger danger.  For Women's History Month, the First Graders dabbled in non-fiction bi-
ographies and individually presented their work in front of the 
whole entire school. Increasing our acceptance and under-
standing in the wonderful world of Autism, our Kindergarten 
teacher, Miss Spaulding, gave us a special lesson on the daily 
struggles of kids with Autism.  We had a busy third marking 
period, but we're currently in the homestretch to prepare our-
selves for our next grade. 
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6th Grade with Mr. Zayas 
 When students get to sixth grade, they participate in a variety 
of activities and are exposed to many different things. I think one of 
the most anticipated events that occurs in sixth grade is when        
students from Stevens Institute of Technology come visit their         
classrooms. Once a month, students from Stevens participate in a   
Science experiment with the sixth grade class. Sixth graders look up 
to the college students and they are very enthusiastic when students 
from Stevens come to Calabro. While participating in enjoyable      
experiments, students are learning essential scientific concepts. 

 In February, students from Stevens visited Calabro and taught       
students the concept of buoyancy. The sixth grade students worked in 

groups and built a boat using one piece of 
aluminum foil. Their objective was to  
manipulate the aluminum foil so that it could hold as much weight 
as possible in water. After students completed their model, they 
tested it by stacking pennies on their model while I water to see 
how much it could hold without sinking. By looking at various 
models, students were able to see the best ways to construct their 
boat. This was a very interactive and engaging lesson conducted by 
the Stevens students. We look forward to visiting the Stevens   
campus in May for our annual “Ducklings in Reverse Day.” 

 

 

Second Grade News 

 Third marking period went by so quickly! We have been     
super busy in second grade as summer is approaching quicker than 
ever. In March, we celebrated Women's History Month.  Second 
graders learned a poem called, "What Women Wanted". We     
memorized the entire thing, and even created hand motions and 
dance moves to go along with each stanza! In the end, we           
presented our poem in front of the entire school during a Calabro 
Women's History Month Assembly. We were so proud of our   
memorizing and presenting skills, and were very impressed by all 
of the other grades'           
presentations! We learned 
so much about women 
from history  during the 
month of March.  



V O L U M E  # 3  I S S U E  # 3  

 
3rd and 4th Grade Create a Movie and More! 

 Fourth grade was filled with activities this  

marking period!  In February, fourth grade students 

teamed up with the third grade class to perform 

The Sneetches.  In honor of Black History Month,  

third and fourth grade students completed a book 

study on The Sneetches.  Students identified that 

Dr. Seuss always have an underlying theme in each 

of his books, and in The Sneetches,  Dr. Seuss 

wanted us to learn that differences do not define us, 

they make us unique.  He wanted his readers to   

understand  that no one should be judged based on 

their appearance which is a reason we celebrate 

Black History Month.  Once students completed 

their book study, they turned the book into a       

theatrical play.  Students made props, created     

costumes, and created the scenery.  When t he 

stage was set, students performed the final scene 

during our Black History Month Celebration.  

Then, students recorded the  video and debuted it 

for parents, students, and staff on Read Across 

America Day.   

 Third, Fourth, and Fifth graders also         

celebrated 

the 100 Days of School.  Students made hats with 

100 things and had a  fashion show on the third 

floor.  Students loved showing off thee work that 

they did and hearing their explanations as they 

strutted down the runway. 

  For Women’s History Month, students in 

grades 3-6, created a movie stating the one word 

that represented Women’s History Month, like 

“empowered”, “inspirational”, and “motivational”.  

The movie was shown during the Women’s History 

Month Presentation. 
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5th Grade with Ms. Leon 

 Over the past three months, our 5th and 6th grade students have been thoroughly       
enjoying Calabro’s Monthly Parent Career Day and we all look for ward to the next one 
which will be held on April 27th. The students have been learning about careers in the fields 
of law enforcement, culinary arts, medicine, marketing, dance, and much more! Our very 
own fifth grade parent, Brian French, was a panelist in March and he discussed his career as 
a Computer Graphic (CG) Illustrator! Our Career Day panelists are both extremely            
informative and inspiring which is leading our students to think about the many different   
career paths which are available to them in the future. 
 As you know, fifth grade students will be taking the PARRC Assessment beginning 
May 2nd.  My students are very confident about taking this year’s assessment. They have 
worked so diligently over the past 8 months and they know they are well prepared to do their 
very best. Our motto is “We got this!” and I know they truly do. 
 We had an awesome time during this year’s PARRC Pep Rally! The pep rally began 
with Dr. Vespignani giving an informational PARCC presentation followed by various      
fun-filled competitions. Our Calabro family loudly cheered on our 3rd-6th grade students as 
they competed in the many activities such as hula hoop and jump rope. I encourage parents 
to  visit our Hoboken Public Schools website at www.hoboken.k12.nj.us  to stay informed 
on the latest PARCC information and even view some PARCC practice tests you may       
engage in with your child at home. 

Lastly, I know everyone joins me in congratulating 5th grade student, Ethan Ortiz, for 
being chosen as the lead role of Charlie Bucket 
in our Hoboken School District’s upcoming 
performance of Charlie and the Chocolate Fac-
tory. We hope many of you can come see the 
performance and show your support to all our 
Hoboken students. We are all so very proud of 
Ethan’s latest accomplishment. Break a leg 
Ethan!!!!  

 

Physical Education with Mr. Baker 

In physical education classes students are currently practicing the sport of baseball. 
We are learning the skills of fielding, throwing, hitting, base running. The classes are        
participating in organized games to reinforce the skills and objectives learned. Baseball is a 
great teamwork sport and students learn to communicate and have fun while playing. The 
teacher is able to provide feedback during the   practices and games to check for student             
understanding. Play Ball! 
   Our March anti-bullying activity was our annual “March Against Bullying” activity. The 
students proudly designed posters and signs to show their dedication and commitment to 
stomp out bullying as they marched around the school!  
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Ms. Monblatt Speaks in DC! 
 In April, our Music Teacher Ms. Maria Monblatt returned to The Catholic 

University of America's Benjamin T. Rome School of Music in Washington, D.C. for the 
second time as a guest lecturer! 

An alumni of the school since her graduation in 2010, Ms. Monblatt was invited by 
her former professor Dr. Sharyn Battersby to share some of her teaching experiences with 
aspiring educators. In her lectures, Ms. Monblatt discussed what effective teaching looks 
like at Calabro School, identified ten characteristics that are shared by teachers across 
grade level and subject area, and explored the ways that examining student work can help 
shape instruction. In sharing some of her own instructional techniques, classroom           
activities, and sample lessons with aspiring music educators, Ms. Monblatt identified     
critical listening, discussion, theory, and performance activities as vital components of her 
established classroom routines, executed through fast-paced, student-led activities.   

In addition, Ms. Monblatt highlighted different interdisciplinary assessment strate-
gies including performance, journal writing, student-created rubrics, self-reflections, and       
exchanges with peers. Ms. Monblatt was thrilled to share some of Calabro's best practices 
including our dynamic PLCs, school-wide academic word walls, and atmosphere of       
creativity and teamwork.  Reflecting on her own experiences working in the Hoboken 
Public School District, Ms. Monblatt stressed the importance of collaboration between   
colleagues across subject areas and grade levels to enhance social, emotional, and           
academic growth for students. Ms. Monblatt emphasized the importance of providing 
meaningful, relevant music instruction by “knowing your population”, pointing to the 
unique ability that music education has to transform students in and out of the classroom. 
Congratulations, Ms. Monblatt! 

 
Mandarin with Ms. Tsai 

 
Ni Hao!  The students and I have been busy learning 

read and write Chinese. For this past quarter students 

have learned many new Chinese vocabulary such as 

dates and times, colors, animals, and fruits.  Students 

also learned about celebrating birthdays in Chinese as 

well as describing the members of their family.      

Students were   excited 

to play games and sing songs in Chinese.  The  students and I 

also celebrated Chinese New Year; the Year of the 

Dog.  Students learned about the cultural significance of   

Chinese New Year and the traditions such as the exchanging 

of red envelopes.  I look forward to an engaging final quarter 

with the students.  Xia ci jian! (See you next time) 
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Students STEAM Roll at the STEM Competition 
G&T students were invited to make a new invention,    

modify an existing invention, or develop a solution to a problem. 
Each team was responsible for creating a minute long video pitch 
or present their idea via PowerPoint presentation. This year over 
400 registrations were received. Three teams from Hoboken  
Public Schools were selected by the New Jersey School Board 
Association and the U.S. Army to compete in the STEAM Tank 
North Jersey Regional competition which was held at The New 
Jersey Institute of Technology in Newark, on Saturday, April 14, 
2018. 
  Calabro's team was selected to advance to the STEAM 
Tank North Regional competition.  This team developed the Eco-
Workout Bike. It is an    invention that can help you in your life, during blackouts, or any    

other time you have electricity problems, and it is a great workout all 
in one! It is like a regular workout bike, but attached to it is a cord 
that connects to an energy box. When you start working out, energy is 
transferred to the box for use during blackouts and any other time you 
may need it. Team members include 5th grader Madeline French and 
4th graders Emily Cho-Sayegh, Jayden Derby, Mia Bezalel, and 
Frank (Lucca) D'Angelis-Ha. We hope to make it to the State        
competition that will be held in the Fall of 2018 in Atlantic City.  

Wish us luck! 
 

Project Lead the Way with Ms. Farooq 
 

 Students in the upper grades at Calabro have been using the Engineering Design    
Process. Students were given real world problems, for example “we have been generating 
too much waste in the United States, and the children in Zimbabwe do not have toys to play 
with.”  Their challenge was to design and build a homemade toy using recycled materials. 

 In the lower grades, students are currently working on a problem-based learning    
project. Students were introduced to a community based problem - “a church in Hoboken 
has limited supplies for their pre-school learners.” Students were asked to create a magnetic 
board game for students to use during recess. Students came up with very creative designs 
and gave suggestions to each others for improvement. 

Art with Ms. Forte 

 In marking period 3, K-5 students studied a variety of new materials and techniques 
by studying the works of notable African American artists including Jacob Lawrence and 
Kehide Wiley, and women artists like Angela Pozzi and Bridget Riley.   
 
 K-2 students improved their attention to detail by creating still-life works, collages 
and sculptures. 3-5 grade artists explored new genres of art to use as a visual aid in engaging 
the viewer, by way of dynamic use of the elements of art and storytelling. 
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Black History Month 
 

 In February, Calabro students spent the 
month learning about the significance of Black   
History Month and why we celebrate it.  As a     
culmination to the month, students in grades      
Kindergarten-6th put on a presentation for their 
peers.  During the first assembly, Kindergarten    
recited a poem about Ruby Bridges, first graders 
presented on African  American inventors and their 
contributions to society, and second graders       
presented their African American research projects.  
During the second assembly, third and fourth 
grades students presented the play, The Sneetches, 
fifth grade students researched and presented on fa-
mous African American singers from New Jersey, 
and sixth graders presented their Black History 
Month projects on African Americans who have impacted our world. Students listened and 
learned so much from their peers. 
 

Women’s History Month 
 

 In March, Calabro students spent the 
month learning about women and their     
impact on our history.  Students researched 
famous women, learned about the Women’s 
Rights Movement, and honored famous 
women both past and present.  As a          
celebration of all they learned students in 
grades Kindergarten-6th presented to their 
peers at our Women’s History Month       
Celebration Assembly.  During the assembly, 
the entire school gathered to listen and learn 
from one another.  Kindergarteners began 
the show by reciting the poem,  
“Each Day is a Chance”.  First grade followed by individually presenting on a famous 
woman in history they researched and stating their significance.  Second grade shared a 
poem entitled, “What Women Wanted”.  Third grade sang the song “Roar” by Katy Perry. 
Fourth grade sang the song “This Is Me” from the movie the Greatest Showman about 
standing up for the person you are.  Fifth grade presented a timeline of the Women’s 
Movement through the decades and sixth grade wrapped up the assembly by presenting a 
poster filled with famous quotes from women and a research project.  Third-Sixth grade 
also shared a video they made about the women who inspire them and a word that          
represents Women’s History Month.  Students were engaged throughout the  assembly and 
learned more from one another than you can imagine. 
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Pennies for Patients 

 Every year,  Calabro students participate in the 
annual fundraiser Pennies for Patients, benefitting the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  Students are asked 
to collect money for kids that are battling cancer.      
Students can collect money in their donation box or 
raise money online.  It seems each year, students      
continue to raise the bar, and this year was no different.  
Calabro students outdid themselves and raised $7,496!  
At our Morning Meeting in March, Ms. Joyce was able 
to present the oversized check to the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society and share the great news!  Calabro 
was also featured in Hoboken Magazine for our accomplishment, and you can read the      
article here: http://hmag.com/hobokens-calabro-school-raises-money-leukemia-lymphoma-
society/ 

 We are so proud of all our students and the effort 
they put behind this campaign.  Special congratulations to 
our Top Fundraising Classes: 

 1st Place: Third Grade with a total of $3499.83 
           2nd Place:  First grade with a total of $980.56 
           3rd Place: Fourth grade with a total of $905.33 
Looking forward to continuing our tradition and raising 
even more money next year! 
              

PARCC Pep Rally 
 

 Every year, as grades 3rd-6th gears up to take the PARCC Assessment by               
participating in the annual PARCC Prep Pep Rally!  After listening to Dr. Vespignani’s 
presentation and asking questions, students get to have some fun and participate in games to 
relive some test stress.  As always, students had a great time and are ready to do their best on 
the State Test! 
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 Third Marking Period at Calabro! 
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